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Executive Director:
Packed fall leading to an
exciting 2019
We have had a busy fall and fourth
quarter at Northeast Delta, and
there’s more to come in the New
Year.
I’m proud to say that we have
received multiple grants this year,
including a five-year, $2.2 million
grant to fund the Louisiana
Promoting Integration of Primary
and Behavioral Health Care
(LaPIPBHC) Program. This money

will enhance integrated care services
related to screening, diagnosis,
prevention, and treatment of mental
and substance use disorders. It will
help with co-occurring physical
health conditions and chronic disease
as well.

In addition, we were awarded $940,568 in opioid funding to upgrade existing
statewide prevention, treatment and recovery support services for individuals
with, or at risk for, opioid use disorder.
It will fund a community mobile crisis unit. The agency has received $741,772
for three years of funding the Louisiana State Opioid Response (LaSOR)
Program and another $198,796 for Louisiana State Targeted Response
(LaSTR).All of this means this team is doing some great work, we’re being
recognized for that work and we have a responsibility to fulfill desires and
expectations attached to these dollars. This would not be happening without
our continuous focus on our vision, mission and tenets. It would not happen
without a daily focus on the right things, and doing those things well. We will
continue developing our award-winning integrated healthcare delivery model
approach, and that means we will add contractors and staff who can help us
help those who need help.
Our staff and stakeholders are important parts of this work. We count on you.
We cannot do the work we do, the work for which we are being recognized,
without your commitment and dedication. Money is one thing; getting the
work done is another.
In this issue of the newsletter you will learn about our Faith Partnership
Readiness Training and hear about Operation Golden Years. It’s important
that we integrate faith leaders into our work through our Faith Partnership
Initiative, and this October training event was one in a series of training
sessions designed to strengthen our connections with the faith communities
across northeastern Louisiana. We have another big training event on
Saturday, Jan. 26 at North Monroe Baptist Church. You’ll read about it here,
and you’ll be hearing a lot more about it in coming weeks. As we work with
faith leaders and others, it’s important that we remember and involve our
seniors. Some of them have had some hard times and they need some care,

concern and direction. Others have been pillars of our communities, and they
want to find ways to continue to be involved. Nearly all of us have elderly
family members and friends. Read about this new initiative and tell us what
you think. We’d love to hear from you.
We have important meetings about our work each week. We cannot forget the
work we do with offenders who have served their time and ready to return to
society. We are in talks with Goodwill Industries and the Louisiana
Department of Corrections leaders to find more ways we can be helpful. The
meeting we had with Pew Charitable Trusts is quite significant. We have been
asked to discuss important community health issues and to help formulate
solutions. We will always go beyond the basics to take this region to new
levels.
We have had a busy, productive year at Northeast Delta. I thank our board,
our staff, our contractors, our partners and our various stakeholders for all
you have done and all you continue to do. Please take some time and reflect on
our accomplishments together as you enjoy family and friends during this
holiday season.
Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year!

DECEMBER

Operation Golden Years

The new Operation Golden Years logo.

Northeast Delta launched our newest initiative, Operation Golden
Years, December 12. “This new initiative provides increased
awareness, support and highlights our services for the needs of those
60 and above in our 12-parish region,” said Dr. Monteic A. Sizer,
executive director.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, there are more than 850,000
Louisianians who are over the age of 60, about 19 percent of the total
state population. Northeast Delta will leverage our existing
prevention programs, prevention services and treatments to support
our aging citizens.
Dr. Sizer recently spoke to about Operation Golden Years to about
750 seniors during “Bingo With the Badge.” At the Dec. 13 Baton
Rouge Police Department event, he focused on resiliency and
trauma, and he also discussed mental illness, addiction and other
challenges facing today’s seniors.

Staff Meeting & Training

Agency employees participate in a staff meeting and training program at the Monroe Civic
Center.

Northeast Delta employees gathered at the Monroe Civic Center’s
Bayou Room December 7 to hear about agency operations and plans
and to participate in cultural diversity training.
Training was provided by Dr. Pamela Higgins Saulsberry of the
University of Louisiana Monroe. She gave an engaging, thoughtful
presentation, "Cultural Diversity in the Workplace." There was a
series of presentations about agency initiatives, operations and units.
Later in the program, Dr. Sizer presented more than a dozen
employees with awards honoring them for years of service to the
State of Louisiana. He was assisted by Human Resources Director
Tonya Toney and Human Resources Specialist Chauncey Strange.
The program was facilitated by Northeast Delta Tobacco Cessation
Specialist Jean Hartzog and Community Services Specialist Drew
Fluke with flare and wit. Program Monitor Kay Langham kept things
on track as time keeper.
The event received high marks from Northeast Delta staff. When
asked whether the program was beneficial, 99% of staff said yes.
To view more photos, click here!

Executive Director Advocating for

Northeast Louisiana in New Orleans

Dr. Monteic Sizer participates in the Louisiana Association of Health Plans annual conference in
New Orleans, Louisiana. The conference hosts some 350 attendees who operate in health care,
government, insurance and pharmaceutical industries.

Dr. Sizer attended the Louisiana Association of Health Plans new
member dinner in New Orleans on December 13 and attended the
LAHP annual conference at The Roosevelt New Orleans December
14. LAHP is the voice for health plans and other organizations that
comprise the state's health benefits industry. As state leaders and the
state legislature look at future funding, it is important for Northeast
Delta to be at this table to advocate, voice concerns and offer
solutions.

NOVEMBER

Northeast Delta Names
18 OP-Zone Ambassadors

Northeast Delta Regional Prevention Coordinator LaTonya Owens poses with Wossman High
School students at an Opportunity Zone ambassador event.

On November 1, Northeast Delta selected 18 remarkable students
from Wossman High School to serve as Opportunity Zone student
ambassadors. As Op-Zone ambassadors, our teens will share their
concerns and directly influence change and engage the South
Monroe community by taking positive actions to improve their
neighborhoods.
Way to go Wildcats!

Policy and A Pint

Northeast Delta Executive Director Sizer, panelists and Northeast Delta staffers Eddie Bynog and
Jasher Blocker attend KEDM’s “Policy and a Pint: Homeless for the Holidays” program.

Dr. Sizer discussed Northeast Delta's role in helping solve the
Monroe area homeless crisis at KEDM Public Radio's "Policy and a
Pint: Homeless for the Holidays" event on November 29 at
Miletello's Sports City Grill in West Monroe.
"Policy and a Pint" engages area citizens in important conversations
concerning local issues, politics and public policy. November's event
featured three panelists whose work is impacting homelessness in
our northeast Louisiana region.
Corporate Compliance Director Melinda Robinson, Public
Information Director Will Sutton, Program Coordinator Jasher
Blocker and Public Information Officer Eddie Bynog joined Sizer.
Blocker and Bynog took home two of three door prizes awarded at
the event.

OCTOBER

Faith Partnership
 Readiness Training

Dozens of community, faith and ministry leaders gathered to discuss how congregations can
best prepare to help individuals and members in need.

Faith representatives from diverse faith groups learned how to
initiate, develop and sustain congregation-based addiction teams to
better serve individuals and improve communities at the Faith
Partnership Readiness Training on October 25.
Dr. Monteic A. Sizer, executive director, and Drew Brooks, CEO of
Faith Partners, Inc. focused the group on resources, tools and
strategies at the Walk in the Word Family Church in Monroe, LA. It
was the first in a series of faith-focused activities and training
sessions.
Northeast Delta continues the next steps of our Faith Partnership
Initiative by hosting a day-long training. The January 26 training at
North Monroe Baptist Church will focus on leadership. The next
three trainings are designed, as a group, to provide faith leaders with
all they need to successfully implement congregation-based support.
For more information, to register for the Jan. 26 training or to ask
questions, contact Strategic Initiatives Coordinator Andrew Koetsier
at Andrew.Koetsier@la.gov or at 318-362-4237.
Additional training will be offered in April, May and June. Team
training will be provided April 5-6. Clergy-specific training will be
held May 17-18. General skills training will be hosted June 22. Watch
our website and our Facebook page for more information.

Community NARCAN®
Training and Distribution

About 30 community representatives attend a distribution and training program focused on the
use of NARCAN at the Ouachita Parish Public Library in Monroe.

Health and Wellness Coordinator DeeDee Toney provided more than
30 area citizens with information about local substance abuse
resources, explaining the importance of timely access to reduce
opioid overdose deaths at the October 12 Community NARCAN®
Training and Distribution event. She also gave a hands-on
demonstration, showing how to administer NARCAN®.
"It was a great success to see so many NARCAN® kits leave our
training and distribution event," said Toney. "This training equipped
dozens of people with the tools, knowledge and resources needed to
save lives."
It was our first community event targeting family, friends and loved
ones of opioid users in northeast Louisiana.

Pew Charitable Trusts

Dr. Sizer, District Attorney Steve Tew of the Fourth Judicial District and Louisiana State
Representative Frank Hoffman discuss key treatment issues in a conference room at Northeast
Delta's regional office in Monroe.

State Representative Frank Hoffmann and Dr. Sizer facilitated an
October 11 Pew Charitable Trusts (PEW) meeting that included
coroners, district attorneys, prescribers, local law enforcement and
community partners from across northeast Louisiana.
In response to Louisiana’s technical assistance invitation, PEW
assessed Louisiana’s treatment system using a set of comprehensive
treatment principles and conducted an assessment based on
interviews, data analyses and state policy reviews. This process will
culminate in a recommendation to Governor John Bel Edwards, the
Louisiana legislature and the Louisiana Department of Health.

Grambling Take Back Box

Dr. Sizer, executive director of Northeast Delta; Roy Jackson, Grambling mayor pro-tem; Mike
Shipp, board chair of Northeast Delta; Yanese Days, Grambling councilwoman; Tommy Clark,
police chief of Grambling; Edward Jones, mayor of Grambling, and others at the Grambling City
Hall unveiling the take back box.

On October 3, Northeast Delta staff and City of Grambling officials
unveiled a prescription take back box outside of the Grambling City
Hall.
According to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, many Americans
are not aware that medicines that languish in home cabinets are
susceptible to diversion, misuse and abuse. Rates of prescription
drug abuse in the U.S. are at alarming rates, as are accidental
poisoning and overdose due to these drugs.
Take back boxes provide communities with a safe and convenient
way to expose unused and expired medication. Don't wait. Keep your
family safe. Dispose of unused, over the counter and prescription
medications now!

Partner Testimonials
Check out some of the wonderful things our partners say about the wonderful work
w e're doing in northeast Louisiana.

U-ACT T EST IMONIAL

CIT Y OF GRAMBLING T EST IMONIAL

REV. VANCE PRICE T EST IMONIAL

3rd and 4th Quarter
Employee Additions

CLICK TO VIEW MORE

2018 Employee Service
Award Recipients

Northeast Delta Human Services Authority would like to
acknowledge 15 employees for their service, hard work and
dedication. These individuals are recognized for five, 10, 15, 20, 25
and 35 years of service to the State of Louisiana.

CLICK TO VIEW MORE

4th Quarter News Releases
Faith Leaders
Explore Drug
Abuse, Prevention

Faith Leaders
Gain Addiction
Skills to Support
Congregations

Agency Launches
Elderly Initiative

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Follow Us On Social Media










